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Pursuant to the Duty to Disclose under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the references cited on the 
accompanying form PTO/SB/08A are hereby brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
independent evaluation. In accordance with the Rules in effect for applications filed after June 
30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents are not enclosed. Copies of the foreign references are 
enclosed herewith, along with English-language abstracts where necessary. The references 
were cited in a search report issued in a corresponding European application. A copy of the 
European Search Report is also enclosed, which satisfies the requirement for a concise 
explanation of foreign-language references. 

Applicants note that U.S. Patent No. 3,421,901 was cited in a previously filed IDS. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
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waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove 
any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of form 
PTO/SB/08A be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

Certification 

It is hereby certified that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. This paper is thus submitted in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.97(c). 

In view of the above certification, a fee is not required for consideration of this 
document. Nevertheless, should a fee be deemed to be due by the Commissioner, such tee 
should be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-0951. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: 




Mark D. Passler 
Registration No. 4QJ64 
Sarah 0. Smith 
Registration No. 50,488 
AKERMAN SENTEJRFITT 
Post Office Box 3 188 
West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3 1 88 
Tel: 561-653-5000 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPl ICANT 

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 


Application Number 


10573322 


Filing Date 


2006-03-24 


First Named Inventor 


INOUE 


Art Unit 


1794 


Examiner Name 


MUKKAMALA, SANDEEP 


Attorney Docket Number 


2000-30 



CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s): 



That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
Q from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1). 



OR 



That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to 
EJ any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. See 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(2). 



£3 See attached certification statement. 

□ Fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith. 
D None 

SIGNATURE 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1,33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the 
form of the signature. 



Signature 


/Mark D. Passler/ 


Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 


2009-03-19 


Name/Print 


Mark D. Passler 


Registration Number 


40764 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 
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